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Paramotor across New Zealand with the creator of award winning East Wind. Review by Bob Drury

here are few more beautiful ptaces to fly than
New Zealand For Dave Denn s, one of New

ZeaLand s few PPG instructors and one of

the driving forces behind the sport in the country,
there was a dream just waiting to be realised Jn

Feb 2006 Dave managed to [ure a group of srx tike-
minded pitots half way across the worId to take
on the chaltenge of a lifetime and futfit h s dream

to paramotor the length of New Zealand s two
istands

Starting at the top of the north island the group

and their support crew head south along the

pristine beaches of the west coast The flyinq and

the fitming are fantastic, w th beautiful sequences
of the guys skimming along beaches and ducking
in and out of ctouds, set to n ce music Thankfutly
the d rector stays cannily auray from the trashy
rock or panpipes that so often accompany flying
films, instead choosing acoustlc gu tars and soft
vocals to set the mood

As with almost every fitm lve ever seen that
involves paTamotoTS, the weather has a major and

inevitabty defining part to p[ay n the success of

the expedition Never more so than when Dave

Denn s wing goes nto a parachutaI stall whilst
coming into [and after getting wet in a rainstorm
H s ptummet to the ground and subsequent
lmpact are shockrng Miracutously Dave somehow

escapes unrnjured
From the famous surfing beaches of Raglan

on the west coast the team head intand to the
Tongariro Nat onaI Park and Mt Ruapehu, one of

Cruising l{ew Zealand's hmous Ninety Mile beach. Photo: Till Middelhauve

New Zealand s stil[ act ve volcanos and the sett - ]
for the Land of Mordor in the Lord Of The Rrnc:
f [ms Their goalis to fty up and over the volcan:
but the wheels of bureaucracy and the weathe.
seem dead set against them Fortune tavours tl:
brave though, and clearly the very determ ned :- l
eventuatly the teams contrnual badgering of the

Nat onaI Park wardens [eads to a breakthrough
that handily coincides with a break in the weatl-:-
A short wh le [ater we are ail star ng down at
Mordor

ContrnuaI badgering may break down the
belIigerence of the Tongariro Nat onaI Park
wardens, but it is utterly ineffective aga nst the
onset of the New Zeatand winter and the atroclo,:
weather that foltows Pinned to the ground L ke t-:
kiwi bird itself, New Zeatand s iconic and ironic
nationaI icon, Dave Dennis and fr ends finatly acr '

defeat Dave's dream of paramotoring the length
of New Zeatand remains unf utfiiled for the t me

being

Till Middelhauve has bu lt himse[f a reputatior
as a talented cinematographer, and his creative
f tms stand as great ambassadors for our sports
East Wind, hls award winning film from 2005 abo-
a thousand kilometre journey on fty ng paramotor
powered b cycles, is stitl a big seller today Lord C'

The Winds is a worthy second release from Till a-:
[ooks set to be another great success

Lord 0f The Winds is availabLe from www xcshop con
and atl good retailers
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